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closer cooperation with Rumania and Turkey to be useful
to the Triple Alliance as a counterweight against the
Slavs." m A few days later Theotokis, the Greek Minister
at Berlin, definitely stated that, "Greece was ready to join
the Triple Alliance at any time/3 in return for support of
her claims to Kavala, certain districts on the South Al-
banian frontier, and the Aegean Islands.188 But the Ger-
man Foreign Office, correctly suspecting that Theotokis had
exceeded his authority, gave him a dilatory answer. Mean-
while the Berlin officials at once loyally informed their
.allies at Vienna and Rome of Theotokis' offer and their
doubts concerning it, and asked at Athens for confirmation
of it.
Venizelos replied that Theotokis had in fact exceeded
his instructions, being authorized only to propose an alli-
ance with Rumania, but not one with the Triple Alliance.
Venizelos added that King Constantine at his recent acces-
sion had expressed a desire to join the Triple Alliance, but
lie himself had opposed alliance with either group, and had
«o informed the Triple Entente. Therefore he could not
now change his attitude all at once, without seeming to be
.guilty of bad faith. He had told Constantine, however, he
said, that if the King wished to carry out his desire of join-
ing the Triple Alliance, he (Venizelos) was quite ready to
resign ; he added generously that he would then do all he
'Could in Parliament to support the King's new orientation
of Greek policy in favor of the Triple Alliance. Bethmann
and the- Kaiser, instead of urging Constantine to take ad-
vantage of his Prime Minister's generous gesture, advised
t, German Minister at Athens, to Bethmann, June 7, 1913;
•G.P., XXXV, 19; cf. also p. 105 f, The Greek Minister at Vienna, Zaimis,
-expressed the same idea to Berchtold: Greece was very ready to eatei
into" good relations with the Triple Alliance Powers, but must avoid
'becoming mixed in their affairs; "Ce que nous voulons, c'est de ne pas
£tre pousse ni par un groupe ni par 1'autre'3 (June 24, ibid., p. 97).
188 Jagow's memorandum- June 18; G.P., XXXV, 89.'

